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District line celebrates 150 years of serving
London

January 28, 2019

TfL has announced a series of events to celebrate the District line’s 150th anniversary.

The line, which initially consisted of five stations, opened on 24 December 1868. In 1869, the service was
extended westward to West Brompton, and in 1870, eastward to Blackfriars.

Within forty years of opening, it was running services to Ealing, Hounslow, Putney, East Ham, and New
Cross. For a short time, there were even District line trains to Windsor and Southend-on-Sea.

The District line now has 60 stations, more than any other line on the Underground, and more than 220
million journeys take place on the line annually.

A series of events celebrating the anniversary is taking place from Friday 25 January 2019. Heritage
displays and leaflets telling the story of the line’s history will be handed out at stations, while Cultural Tube
maps, highlighting a range of fun places to visit along the line, will be placed at stations along the route.

The handouts include information about the overall history of the line, as well as details about the history
and architecture of each station.

Heritage displays

Heidi Alexander, Deputy Mayor for Transport, said: ‘The District line has linked people from east and west
London through the heart of the capital for 150 years, providing easy access to world-famous cultural
highlights such as Kew Gardens, Wimbledon and the Natural History Museum.

‘It has seen big changes over the years, most recently with the introduction of modern, walk-through, air-
conditioned trains, and the new signalling system will transform it even further. | look forward to the
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District line continuing to serve Londoners and visitors to the city for the next century and beyond.’

In conjunction with the London Transport Museum, TfL will run a steam train along the District line later
this year.

The modernisation of signalling on the Hammersmith & City, District, Circle and Metropolitan lines, which
will boost capacity and make life better for millions of Londoners, means that this will be the last time a
steam train will be able to travel through the central section of the Underground.

Nigel Holness, Managing Director of London Underground, said: ‘The District line has been a vital part of
London’s transport network for 150 years and it's amazing to think how many billions of journeys have
been made in its history.

‘Thanks to the improvements we continue to make on the line, including the new walk-through trains that
now serve it, the District line still sets the standard for the rest of the world today.’

Billions of journeys

Tours of Acton Town station and an open weekend at London Transport Museum’s depot in Acton Town will
take place in April giving attendees the chance to learn more about the architectural and operational
heritage of the line.

London Transport Museum is also fundraising to restore a rare part of the District line’s heritage - the last
three surviving 1930s Q-stock Underground carriages, which were in service from 1938 to the late 1960s.
£200,000 is needed to complete the restoration work to make the trains operational.

The first phase of the District line was built using a cut-and-cover method. Workers would dig a trench,
build a tunnel, and then cover it over again.

Two thousand workers were employed to dig the tunnel and 200 horses were used to move the soil. The
original District Railway trains could fit more than 400 people per train, but today, a District line train can
carry more than 1,000 people during rush hour with the help of the new S-stock trains which currently
operate with seven cars.

Four Lines Modernisation

Sarah Bailey, whose family has operated news kiosk Haines of Sloane Square since 1892, said: ‘We are
proud to have been serving customers at Sloane Square Tube station for more than 125 years, spanning
nearly five generations of our family.

‘The District line has been the lifeblood of our business throughout the years and we’ve seen huge
changes in the area in that time, selling newspapers, drinks and sweets to everyone from royals to roller

skating Santas.

‘We are proud to celebrate the 150th birthday of the District line and look forward to serving Tube
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customers for decades to come.’

The District line is being transformed as part of a project known as Four Lines Modernisation which will
greatly improve reliability, capacity and customer information on the Circle, District, Hammersmith & City
and Metropolitan lines.

The installation of a new signaling system will allow trains to run more frequently (from 28 to 32 trains per
hour in the central London section). The project will introduce the new signalling system in stages, and is
set to transform nearly half the network when complete in 2023.

Pay-as-you-go fares along the line start from £2.40 for journeys through Zone 1, and are just £1.50 for
journeys outside Zone 1 during off-peak hours, providing a quick and affordable way to travel across
London.



