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British Transport Police deployed 500 officers across the rail network last night to help make sure only
essential journeys were made.

It’s as members of the public have been told to play their part in stopping the spread of coronavirus by
only making journeys on public transport if it is essential.

The move comes as photographs were being circulated yesterday of some packed train services – at a
time when people are being urged to stay several metres apart.

In a statement on Tuesday night, Sean O’Callaghan, Assistant Chief Constable at the British Transport
Police, said: “The measures announced yesterday by the Prime Minister are there to save lives
which is part of the work our officers do every day.
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“We are supporting rail operators and those key workers making their journeys home tonight
by deploying 500 officers across the rail network nationally.

“They will be patrolling stations, supporting railway staff and reminding the public of the
urgent need to follow the government advice – only those making essential journeys for work
should be using the Tube and rail network.

“We strongly urge the rest of the public to do the right thing and help us save lives by staying at home and
slowing the spread of the virus.”


