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Network Rail have replaced 57 pairs of wheel timbers across four bridges in the vicinity of Manea, between
Ely and Peterborough.

Following inspections on railway bridges with softwood timbers, 53 pairs of wheel timbers were found to
require urgent replacement. These timbers have been replaced to remove the risk of further deterioration
which may have led to additional speed restrictions or the closure of the line, significantly disrupting train
services.

In addition to replacing four more pairs of wheel timbers than initially planned, 2000 metres of power
cabling, 1800 metres of rail and track across Stonea bridge has also been replaced.

To maintain a safe and reliable railway, Network Rail are working with freight and train operating
companies to agree a plan to return to Manea to replace more wheel timbers in 2021. These timbers are in
better condition so can remain in replace until we return to complete the timber replacement. An update
will be published when this plan has been confirmed.

https://news.railbusinessdaily.com/improved-reliability-following-emergency-railway-works-between-ely-and-peterborough/
https://news.railbusinessdaily.com/improved-reliability-following-emergency-railway-works-between-ely-and-peterborough/


Ellie Burrows, Network Rail’s route director for Anglia, said: “We’ve successfully carried out important
wheel timber renewals in the Manea area to improve the reliability of the train service for passengers
between Ely and Peterborough.

“Running a safe railway is my absolute priority and this work was vital to running a safe and reliable
railway network for our passengers. I’d like to thank passengers for their continued patience while we
carried out this work.”

Jamie Burles, Greater Anglia managing director said: “We understand that engineering works
inconvenience passengers, but they are vital for the continued safety and reliability of our railway. Our
longer modern state-of-the-art new trains, combined with continued improvement work by Network Rail
are together improving our passengers’ journeys.”

As part of the work in the area Network Rail, working in partnership with Taziker, installed a defibrillator in
Pymoor Village. The newly installed defibrillator is known as an Automated External Defibrillator. As the
name suggests, an Automated External Defibrillator provides an automatic treatment that requires no
training or special expertise. Using it cannot harm the victim, but it could save their life.
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