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MPs voted overwhelmingly to pass the High Speed Rail (West Midlands to Crewe) Bill through the Report
Stage of parliament, by 263 votes to 17.

Maria Machancoses, Director of Midlands Connect, said:

“This vote shows there is still resounding cross-party support to deliver HS2 in its entirety. The vast
majority of MPs across the Midlands and the North know that high speed rail will bring jobs and investment
to their constituencies, release desperately needed rail capacity, rebalance the UK economy and help us
all reach our full potential.

“The vote sends a strong message to the next Prime Minister that political support for HS2 remains strong,
and whoever replaces Theresa May in Downing Street next week must commit to the project
unequivocally.

“We must now make sure that the hybrid Bill for Phase 2b, from Crewe to Manchester and from
Birmingham to the East Midlands and Leeds, includes all the junctions we need in the Midlands and the
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North to properly integrate it with our regional networks. That’s how we can ensure it receives the same
strong backing in its passage through parliament.

“Midlands Connect stands with business, our regional political leaders and the vast majority of our MPs,
who all believe HS2 is vital to the Midlands’ social, economic and environmental future.”


