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A trio of mobility solutions devised in the Midlands have reached the next stage of a regional project to
find new, innovative ways to improve rural area transport.

The initiative is run by Midlands Connect. It was launched in January, with businesses asked to submit
initial ideas for how technology could be deployed to tackle rural transport issues and enhance local
connectivity.

Entries were shortlisted, with the three best sharing £40,000 (£13,333 each) to develop their ideas further,
in partnership with a local authority.

The three entries selected to share the £40,000 and progress to the next stage are:

EV car and charging point sharing – put forward by
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Cenex (will now be developed in partnership with
Derbyshire County Council)
An electric vehicle-focused scheme which would use apps to encourage car sharing and the sharing of
electric vehicle charging points in the community. This solution is designed to reduce the need for car
ownership and remove the barriers to electric vehicle use for people without a driveway who would be
otherwise unable to charge vehicles close to their home.

Demand responsive transport app – submitted by DB
Engineering & Consulting (will now be developed in
partnership with East Lyndsey District Council and
Lincolnshire LEP)
A technology-focused scheme that will allow users to pre-order and access demand responsive transport.
The service would increase the take up of sustainable transport and reduce isolation by providing shared
minibus and car trips where there is no public transport alternative. This could be deployed to access
healthcare services, other amenities or local tourism destinations.

Integrated journeys app – put forward by City Science
(will now be developed in partnership with Malvern
District Council)
This project is designed to integrate multiple travel apps to provide a more seamless customer experience,
making it easier for travellers to plan their journeys – especially those where more than one mode of
transport will be used. It would bring together local bus and train services, as well as information on
walking routes and cycle hire, to encourage public transport use and allow both locals and visitors to
access the amenities and services.

The next stage
Once the three schemes have been further developed with their local authority partners, the updated
plans will be presented to Midlands Connect in June. The best entry will be selected and announced at the
Midlands Connect Rural Mobility conference on the 20th June. The winner will receive up to £100,000 to
support the detailed development of the solution to a point where it is ready to seek investment funding.

Simon Statham, chief technology officer at Midlands Connect, said: “We know that communities in rural
areas can feel cut off and isolated due to patchy public transport, and this can impact their ability to
access the services and amenities they need to succeed.

“This competition is aimed at removing some of these barriers, using technology and innovation to find



new solutions to improve mobility in rural areas across our region.

“We received three really promising ideas and have now awarded funding to these successful
organisations to develop their plans in with a local authority partner.

“We look forward to seeing these plans take shape and to eventually identifying the most viable solution,
which we will announce in at our conference in June.”


