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Sheffield-based rail specialists, Zonegreen, have equipped one of the busiest maintenance depots in the
country with state-of-the-art safety technology.

South Western Railway’s Wimbledon Traincare Depot in London is now using Zonegreen’s flagship Depot
Personnel Protection System (DPPS) to protect staff from train movements.

The firm worked with Octavius Infrastructure to deliver the project, which saw DPPS replace the existing
obsolete safety system. The depot remained fully operational whilst the new technology was installed on
five double ended roads and two singled ended roads.

Zonegreen has equipped Wimbledon with its Network Rail-approved derailers to provide physical
protection to staff. They are linked to RFID control panels that record where personnel are working and
prevent train movements until the road is clear. Existing warning beacons and klaxons were integrated
into the system to give audible and visual warnings of vehicles being repositioned.

DPPS is linked to Zonegreen’s Depot Manager SCADA suite, which gives a graphical overview of the safety
system and full traceability, as all maintenance activity is logged. The whole system has been
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independently certified to meet both the hardware and software requirements of SIL 2 – a reliability
assessment of the relative risk reduction provided by a safety system – and uses intuitive technology to
make it easier to maintain, modify and expand, extending the lifetime of the product.

Christian Fletcher, Zonegreen’s technical director, said: “Due to its age, state and the availability of parts,
an increasing number of faults and breakdowns were occurring on Wimbledon’s former safety system,
making it difficult to safeguard the workforce and carry out maintenance activities. It is crucial in such a
busy depot that staff are protected by reliable and effective technology and they now have that in DPPS. It
not only works for the facility’s current needs, but is also futureproofed to allow further upgrades to be
integrated seamlessly.”

Zonegreen’s user friendly DPPS eliminates the margin for human error from rail depot safety. For further
information, telephone (0114) 230 0822, visit www.zonegreen.co.uk or follow the firm on Twitter,
@zonegreen.
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